Homework and Tasks for Beginning Kindergarteners
High priority 

	Tying their shoes
	Can hold a pencil properly
	Write their first names

	Can use scissors properly and safely
	Naming and writing all upper and lower case letters of the alphabet out of order
	Identifying all letter sounds out of order

	Can identify and write numbers 1-10 out of order
	Can count from 1-30
	Naming all colors (black, blue, brown, green, grey, orange, pink, purple, red, white, yellow)

	Name shapes (circle, octagon, oval, rhombus “diamond”, rectangle, triangle, square)
	Can identity patterns:

AB patterns- dog, cat, dog, cat

ABC- red, blue, green, red, blue, green
	ABB pattern- shirt, sock, sock, shirt, sock, sock

AAB- mitten, mitten, hat, mitten, mitten, hat


Next skills to focus on

	Write their last names
	Can count from 30-100
Count backwards from 20-1
	Can identify and write numbers 11 through 30 out of order

	Work on positional words- above, below, inside, outside, beside, next to, far, near…
	Adding single digit numbers

Ex. 4 +5= or 9 + 3=
	Name shapes (cube, sphere, cylinder, prism)

	Blending sounds to read one syllable words that follow proper phonetics- Ex. cat, mom, spin
	Work on identifying sight words- Start with 5 words and add on slowly (students should be able to read them in less than 3 seconds)
	Work on word families (same ending)
Ex.- hat, bat, sat, mat, 

Also work on listening and Naming and identifying rhyming words-

Ex.- Said, head, bed, red


Writing
	Step one- Have your child draw you a picture and orally explain with detail what is in the picture and what is happening.  Focus on details and using action and describing words.

	Step two- Have your child identify the beginning sounds in the words or objects in the picture.

	Step three- Have your child identify the ending sounds in the words or objects in the picture.

	Step Four- Have your child phonetically label the picture.

	Step five- Have your child write at least two sentences to describe or explain the picture.  Focus on your child spelling words phonetically and using sight words properly.


This work is to help you identify your child’s strengths and weaknesses.  You should work on a couple of skills a night.  This will be on-going work and should help in your guidance of your child’s education.  If you have any specific questions please contact your child’s teacher.
15 ways to help your RED ROCKET soar!
1. Talk about what they learned.  Have your child explain their thinking and understanding.
2. Look through their book bag and folders.
3. Read to them, with them or listen to them read.
4. Problem solve with your child.  Do not just tell them the answer.
5. Exercise with your child.  A healthy body makes a health mind.  Physical activity builds mental and physical stamina.
6. Practice a skill that they have not mastered.

7. Expand on a skill they have mastered. 

8. Set goals with your child.  Let your child tell you their goals.  You tell your child the goals you have for them.

9. Talk about the skills that successful people have. (Hard working, honest, persistent, problem solver, creative, neat, cleanliness, listener, leader, follower, helper, …)

10. Talk about college. (when and how they will get there)

11. Identify when your child makes good decisions.

12. Redirect bad choices.
13. Encourage your child to become the best they can be.

14. Let your child know how proud you are of them.

15. Be consistent.

